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Economic Globalization and Poverty Lesson Plan 

By Karen Marie Lennon and Amy Oliver 
 

 

Lesson Summary:  In this lesson, students explore some of the main components 

and critiques of economic globalization.  They examine connections between 

globalization and poverty through an interactive, hands-on activity, and then 

apply their learning from class discussion and the text to develop a written 

argument about these themes. 
  

Critical Questions: 

• What are some of the main ways that globalization is contributing to 

poverty? 

• What are some of the effects of poverty? 

• Where is poverty found? 

• What are the possible relationships between population and poverty, and 

between globalization and poverty? 
 

Applicable Subject Areas: Social Studies, Economics, Language Arts 
 

Grade Level: High School / Post Secondary  
 

National Standards: 

• Understand how increasing economic interdependence has transformed 

human society (World History, Era 9, 2B). 

• Analyze connections between population growth and economic and social 

development in many countries (World History, Era 9, 2A, Benchmark 1). 

• Analyze causes of economic imbalances and social inequalities among the 

world’s peoples and assess efforts made to close these gaps (WH, Era 9, 

3A, benchmark6). 

• Numbers & operations:  Representation (M, 1, 10). 

• Compare how values and beliefs influence economic decisions in different 

societies (SS, Vllf). 
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Time Required: Two 60-minute class periods. 
 

Materials/Preparation: 

• Population in Perspective: A Curriculum Resource.  Download or order online 

at: http://populationinperspective.org 

• A large outline of a tree, either on the board or on poster paper (see model 

on page 174 of Population in Perspective). 

• Teachers may want to read the “Overview for Teachers” in the beginning 

of the chapter (p. 183) prior to the lesson. 

• Prior to the lesson, have students read a brief overview of definitions of 

poverty from the “More to Explore” box on pages 186-187.  Have them 

also read sections 4.5, “Recontextualizing Population and Poverty in a 

Globalized World,” pp. 204-212. 
 

Lesson Objectives  

 Students Will Be Able To: 

• Demonstrate general knowledge of economic globalization and its 

effects on world poverty. 

• Identify and define ways that economic decisions influence and 

address, or do not address, economic imbalances and social 

injustices. 
 

Lesson Sequence: (60 Minutes) 

First Class:  Economic Globalization and Poverty (60 minutes) 
 

Review of Reading: “More to Explore,” pp. 186-187 and “Recontextualizing Population 

and Poverty in a Globalized World,” pp. 204-212 (20 minutes): 
 

1. Have students get into groups of 3 or 4 and ask them to write down 3 main 

points from the readings, and 2 questions that relate to either having information 

from the text clarified, and / or something that they would like to know more 

about.   
 

2. After 10 minutes, have each group report their main points and questions to 

the class.  Record them on the board, separating main points and questions into 

two columns. 
 

3. Pick a couple of the questions to discuss briefly with the class, asking if anyone 

can attempt to answer them. After a brief exploration / discussion of the 

questions, tell the students that you are moving on, but to keep these questions 

in mind throughout the remainder of the lesson. 
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The Poverty Tree (40 minutes) 
 

1. Have students get into pairs and put the following four questions on the board 

for the others to refer to and address:   

1. What are some of the main ways that globalization is contributing to 

poverty? 

2. What are some of the effects of poverty? 

3. Where is poverty found?  

4. What are some ways in which democratic processes can help address 

issues of poverty and its elimination? 
 

2.  Each question will get a different color of sticky notes.  Pass out one sticky 

note (first color) to each pair of students, and ask them to think about the first 

question and write down as many answers as they have; give them a few 

minutes.  Have each pair of students place their sticky notes on the roots of the 

tree. Then, give them another color of sticky notes and a couple of more minutes 

to think about the second question, and post them on the trunk of the tree.     

Then, give them another color of sticky notes and another couple of minutes to 

think about the third question, and post those on the branches of the tree.   

Lastly, give them one other color of sticky notes and another couple of minutes 

to think about the fourth question, and post all the notes around the trunk of the 

tree.   
 

3.  Review what the notes say for the class, asking pairs for clarification when 

needed.  Open for large-group discussion, encouraging a debate of opinions.  

Points of discussion may include: 

- Where is poverty found?  Do we only see poverty in far-away places? 

- Who benefits from globalization? Who is at a disadvantage? 

- Is poverty just about not having “enough” money? (E.g., educational 

opportunities, family expectations, etc.) 

- What are some examples of economic policies that help people stay out 

of poverty? (E.g. social security, etc.) 

- How do poverty and inequality impact the foundations of democracy? 

 

Homework:  Alleviating World Poverty 
 

Have students draft a persuasive essay explaining one aspect of economic 

globalization they would change, if possible, to alleviate world poverty.  Have 

them back up their essay with arguments from the text and from class 

discussion. 
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Second Class:  Federal Budgets (60 minutes) 
 

National Focus, Federal Spending Priorities and Democracy (20 minutes) 
 

1.  Review the previous lesson:  re-examine the poverty tree and summarize the 

main points of discussion from day 1. 
 

2.  To transition students to this topic, ask two or three students to read aloud the 

text on pages 217 and 218, “Bringing it Home:  Poverty Issues in the US,” “Did 

you know that…?” and  “Meanwhile…”. 
 

3.  Give the students a few minutes to study the vise grip illustration by Laurie 

Leyshon on page 219.  Ask them to share their interpretations and opinions of 

what the vise grip illustration conveys.  Write down their responses on the 

board. 
 

4.  Ask one student to read aloud the text on the bottom of page 219, “Looking at 

Spending Priorities.” 
 

Appropriations Committee (40 minutes) 
 

1.  Pair up students and ask them to imagine that they are on the Appropriations 

Committee, and responsible for federal budget decisions.  Ask them to first 

review the “Military vs. Social Spending” chart on page 220; afterwards, they 

will proceed to develop their own federal budgets.  (You could design a 

simplified budget allocation form using the broader categories of Education, 

Healthcare, Community Services, Transportation, Military and Foreign Aid.) 
 

2.  Give each pair of students a copy of the blank budget outline and pie-graph 

on page 221, or your own simplified versions.  Review each of the program areas 

with them, and ask them to discuss in pairs what percentage of the budget they 

would give each of these program areas.  Have them fill in the percentages and 

pie-graph.  Clarify to them that their percentages should add up to 100%. 
 

3.  Next give the students a copy of updated FY 2007 federal budget table 

obtained from the National Priorities Project, 

http://nationalpriorities.org/charts.html.  If you are unable to obtain a copy, you 

may use the table on page 222, “US Budget 2004:  Discretionary Spending 

(Proposed).”   
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4.  Have the students study their federal budgets in relation to the US Federal 

Budget, and discuss the following questions:  

- How did your budget allocations compare and contrast with those of 

the federal government? 

- Where were you most in agreement?  Where did you differ the most? 

- In what ways can federal budgets address the globalization and 

poverty issues that the class discussed during these two lessons? 

- How can the role of democracy and democratic practices influence and 

improve federal budget decisions?  
 

5.  Have each pair of students (Appropriations Committee) share their national 

budgets and pie-graphs with the class.  Ask them to explain their national 

budgets and pie-graphs in relation to the US federal budget by responding to the 

questions listed above.  
 

Homework:  Franklin D. Roosevelt 
 

Have students read and reflect on the quote by Franklin D. Roosevelt on page 

223, and then write a brief essay that describes how and why they would reshape 

federal spending priorities to better reflect the world envisioned by President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt.   
 

Assessment: 

• Observation during class exercises 

• Students’ group work 

• Student persuasive essay 

• Student reflective essay 
 

Extensions: 
 

Spending Priorities of Countries in the Global North 

Have students research the spending priorities of selected countries in the global 

North.  Have them rank the countries based on military spending and funding 

for environmental programs, as well as education, healthcare and social welfare 

programs.  A good online resource is the website containing the Human 

Development Reports: http://hdr.undp.org/.  Each report contains “Human 

Development Indicators” in the back that contain a wealth of information on 

individual countries. 

Family Tax Dollars 

Invite student to find out where their family’s tax dollars go.  Log on to 

www.nationalpriorities.org/taxes and check out the Income Tax Chart. 
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Links to other Population in Perspective Material: 

� The Social and Economic Development View of Population and Poverty (pp 

199-203). 

� The Traditional View of the Population and Poverty Relationship (pp 191-

193). 

� Looking at Family Size and Poverty (pp 194-198).   
 

Websites for further information:  

� Net Aid: www.netaid.org   

 A global network of people and organizations committed to ending 

 extreme poverty around the world. 

� United for a Fair Economy: www.wdm.org.uk 

 United works to draw public attention to the consequences of growing 

 income and wealth inequality, through educational programs such as The 

 Activist Cookbook, development of organizing tools, action campaigns, and 

 research. 

� 50 Years is Enough Network: www.50years.org 

 A US-based coalition of over 200 organizations committed to the 

 fundamental transformation of the IMF and World Bank, through 

 consultations with the members of its South Council (representing 

 economic justice organizations in 13 countries in Asia, Africa, Latin 

 America, and the Caribbean), and others. 
 

Note:  

For a more thorough treatment of globalization (as well as first-rate content and 

teaching ideas), consider investing in a copy of “Rethinking Globalization:  

Teaching for Justice in an Unjust World” edited by Bill Bigelow and Bob Peterson 

(Milwaukee: Rethinking School, 2002).  See www.teachingforchange.org) 


